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Subpart C—General Permit 
Procedures 

§ 222.301 General requirements. 
(a)(1) The regulations in this subpart 

C provide uniform rules and procedures 
for application, issuance, renewal, con-
ditions, and general administration of 
permits issuable pursuant to parts 222, 
223, and 224 of this chapter. While this 
section provides generic rules and pro-
cedures applicable to all permits, other 
sections may provide more specific 
rules and procedures with respect to 
certain types of permits. In such cases, 
the requirements in all applicable sec-
tions must be satisfied. 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(1) 
of this section, the Assistant Adminis-
trator may approve variations from the 
requirements of parts 222, 223, and 224 
of this chapter when the Assistant Ad-
ministrator finds that an emergency 
exists and that the proposed variations 
will not hinder effective administra-
tion of those parts and will not be un-
lawful. Other sections within parts 222, 
223, and 224 of this chapter may allow 
for a waiver or variation of specific re-
quirements for emergency situations, 
upon certain conditions. In such cases, 
those conditions must be satisfied in 
order for the waiver or variation to be 
lawful. 

(b) No person shall take, import, ex-
port or engage in any other prohibited 
activity involving any species of fish or 
wildlife under the jurisdiction of the 
Secretary of Commerce that has been 
determined to be endangered under the 
Act, or that has been determined to be 
threatened and for which the prohibi-
tions of section 9(a)(1) of the Act have 
been applied by regulation, without a 
valid permit issued pursuant to these 
regulations. The permit shall entitle 
the person to whom it is issued to en-
gage in the activity specified in the 
permit, subject to the limitations of 
the Act and the regulations in parts 
222, 223, and 224 of this chapter, for the 
period stated on the permit, unless 
sooner modified, suspended or revoked. 

(c) Each person intending to engage 
in an activity for which a permit is re-
quired by parts 222, 223, and 224 of this 
chapter or by the Act shall, before 
commencing such activity, obtain a 
valid permit authorizing such activity. 

Any person who desires to obtain per-
mit privileges authorized by parts 222, 
223, and 224 of this chapter must apply 
for such permit in accordance with the 
requirements of these sections. If the 
information required for each specific, 
permitted activity is included, one ap-
plication may be accepted for all per-
mits required, and a single permit may 
be issued. 

(d)(1) Any permit issued under these 
regulations must be in the possession 
of the person to whom it is issued (or of 
an agent of such person) while any ani-
mal subject to the permit is in the pos-
session of such person or agent. Spe-
cifically, a person or his/her agent 
must be in possession of a permit dur-
ing the time of the authorized taking, 
importation, exportation, or of any 
other act and during the period of any 
transit incident to such taking, impor-
tation, exportation, or to any other 
act. 

(2) A duplicate copy of the issued per-
mit must be physically attached to the 
tank, container, package, enclosure, or 
other means of containment, in which 
the animal is placed for purposes of 
storage, transit, supervision, or care. 

(e) The authorizations on the face of 
a permit setting forth specific times, 
dates, places, methods of taking, num-
bers and kinds of fish or wildlife, loca-
tion of activity, authorize certain cir-
cumscribed transactions, or otherwise 
permit a specifically limited matter, 
are to be strictly construed and shall 
not be interpreted to permit similar or 
related matters outside the scope of 
strict construction. 

(f) Permits shall not be altered, 
erased, or mutilated, and any permit 
which has been altered, erased, or mu-
tilated shall immediately become in-
valid. 

(g) Any permit issued under parts 222, 
223, and 224 of this chapter shall be dis-
played for inspection, upon request, to 
an authorized officer, or to any other 
person relying upon its existence. 

(h) Permittees may be required to 
file reports of the activities conducted 
under the permit. Any such reports 
shall be filed not later than March 31 
for the preceding calendar year ending 
December 31, or any portion thereof, 
during which a permit was in force, un-
less the regulations of parts 222, 223, or 
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224 of this chapter or the provisions of 
the permit set forth other reporting re-
quirements. 

(i) From the date of issuance of the 
permit, the permittee shall maintain 
complete and accurate records of any 
taking, possession, transportation, 
sale, purchase, barter, exportation, or 
importation of fish or wildlife pursuant 
to such permit. Such records shall be 
kept current and shall include the 
names and addresses of persons with 
whom any fish or wildlife has been pur-
chased, sold, bartered, or otherwise 
transferred, and the date of such trans-
action, and such other information as 
may be required or appropriate. Such 
records, unless otherwise specified, 
shall be entered in books, legibly writ-
ten in the English language. Such 
records shall be retained for 5 years 
from the date of issuance of the permit. 

(j) Any person holding a permit pur-
suant to parts 222, 223, and 224 of this 
chapter shall allow the Assistant Ad-
ministrator to enter the permit hold-
er’s premises at any reasonable hour to 
inspect any fish or wildlife held or to 
inspect, audit, or copy any permits, 
books, or records required to be kept 
by these regulations or by the Act. 
Such person shall display any permit 
issued pursuant to these regulations or 
to the Act upon request by an author-
ized officer or by any other person rely-
ing on its existence. 

§ 222.302 Procedure for obtaining per-
mits. 

(a) Applications must be submitted 
to the Assistant Administrator, by let-
ter containing all necessary informa-
tion, attachments, certification, and 
signature, as specified by the regula-
tions in parts 222, 223, and 224 of this 
chapter, or by the Act. In no case, 
other than for emergencies pursuant to 
§ 222.301(a)(2), will applications be ac-
cepted either orally or by telephone. 

(b) Applications must be received by 
the Assistant Administrator at least 90 
calendar days prior to the date on 
which the applicant desires to have the 
permit made effective, unless other-
wise specified in the regulations or 
guidelines pertaining to a particular 
permit. The National Marine Fisheries 
Service will attempt to process appli-
cations deemed sufficient in the short-

est possible time, but does not guar-
antee that the permit will be issued 90 
days after notice of receipt of the ap-
plication is published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER. 

(c)(1) Upon receipt of an insuffi-
ciently or improperly executed applica-
tion, the applicant shall be notified of 
the deficiency in the application. If the 
applicant fails to supply the deficient 
information or otherwise fails to cor-
rect the deficiency within 60 days fol-
lowing the date of notification, the ap-
plication shall be considered aban-
doned. 

(2) The sufficiency of the application 
shall be determined by the Assistant 
Administrator in accordance with the 
requirements of this part. The Assist-
ant Administrator, however, may 
waive any requirement for information 
or require any elaboration or further 
information deemed necessary. 

§ 222.303 Issuance of permits. 
(a)(1) No permit may be issued prior 

to the receipt of a written application 
unless an emergency pursuant to 
§ 222.301(a)(2) exists, and a written vari-
ation from the requirements is re-
corded by the National Marine Fish-
eries Service. 

(2) No representation of an employee 
or agent of the United States shall be 
construed as a permit unless it meets 
the requirements of a permit defined in 
§ 222.102. 

(3) Each permit shall bear a serial 
number. Upon renewal, such a number 
may be reassigned to the permittee to 
whom issued so long as the permittee 
maintains continuity of renewal. 

(b) When an application for a permit 
received by the Assistant Adminis-
trator is deemed sufficient, the Assist-
ant Administrator shall, as soon as 
practicable, publish a notice in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. Information re-
ceived by the Assistant Administrator 
as a part of the application shall be 
available to the public as a matter of 
public record at every stage of the pro-
ceeding. An interested party, within 30 
days after the date of publication of 
such notice, may submit to the Assist-
ant Administrator written data, views, 
or arguments with respect to the tak-
ing, importation, or to other action 
proposed in the application, and may 
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